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General Statistics

In February of 2008, the CDC released the most comprehensive US survey regarding intimate partner violence. CDC
researchers asked adult participants in the 2005 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey if they would answer
guestions about intimate-partner violence. More than 70,000 Americans -- just over half those asked -- agreed.

The results:

e 23.6% of women and 11.5% of men reported at least one lifetime episode of intimate-partner violence.

¢ In households with incomes under $15,000 per year, 35.5% of women and 20.7% of men suffered violence
from an intimate partner.

e 43% of women and 26% of men in multiracial non-Hispanic households suffered partner violence.

e 39% of women and 18.6% of men in American Indian/Alaska Native households suffered partner violence.

e 26.8% of women and 15.5% of men in white hon-Hispanic households suffered partner violence.

e 29.2% of women and 23.3% of men in black non-Hispanic households suffered partner violence.

e 20.5% of women and 15.5% of men in Hispanic households suffered partner violence.

National Coalition Against Domestic Violence http://www.ncadv.org/files/DomesticViolenceFactSheet(National).pdf

Did You Know

One in every four women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime.1

An estimated 1.3 million women are victims of physical assault by an intimate partner each year.2
85% of domestic violence victims are women.3

Historically, females have been most often victimized by someone they knew.4

Females who are 20-24 years of age are at the greatest risk of nonfatal intimate partner violence.5
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Most cases of domestic violence are never reported to the police.6
Children Who Witness Domestic Violence

Witnessing violence between one’s parents or caretakers is the strongest risk factor of transmitting violent behavior from
one generation to the next.7

Boys who witness domestic violence are twice as likely to abuse their own partners and children when they become
adults.8

30% to 60% of perpetrators of intimate partner violence also abuse children in the
household.9

Homicide and Injury
Almost one-third of female homicide victims that are reported in police records are killed by an intimate partner.14

In 70-80% of intimate partner homicides, no matter which partner was killed, the man physically abused the woman before
the murder.12

Less than one-fifth of victims reporting an injury from intimate partner violence sought medical treatment following the
injury.15

Intimate partner violence results in more than 18.5 million mental health care visits each year.16
Sexual Assault and Stalking

One in 6 women and 1 in 33 men have experienced an attempted or completed rape.10

Nearly 7.8 million women have been raped by an intimate partner at some point in their lives.11
Sexual assault or forced sex occurs in approximately 40-45% of battering relationships.12

1in 12 women and 1 in 45 men have been stalked in their lifetime.13

81% of women stalked by a current or former intimate partner are also physically assaulted by that partner; 31% are also
sexually assaulted by that partner.13

Economic Impact

The cost of intimate partner violence exceeds $5.8 billion each year, $4.1 billion of which is for direct medical and mental
health services.17

Victims of intimate partner violence lost almost 8 million days of paid work because of the violence perpetrated against
them by current or former husbands, boyfriends and dates. This loss is the equivalent of more than 32,000 full-time jobs
and almost 5.6 million days of household productivity as a result of violence.17

There are 16,800 homicides and $2.2 million (medically treated) injuries due to intimate partner violence annually, which
costs $37 billion.18

Reporting Rates
Domestic violence is one of the most chronically underreported crimes.20

Only approximately one-quarter of all physical assaults, one-fifth of all rapes, and one-half of all stalkings perpetuated
against females by intimate partners are reported to the police.1

Protection Orders

Approximately 20% of the 1.5 million people who experience intimate partner violence annually obtain civil protection
orders.1



Approximately one-half of the orders obtained by women against intimate partners who physically assaulted them were
violated.1 More than two-thirds of the restraining orders against intimate partners who raped or stalked the victim were
violated.
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For more information, please visit our website at www.ncadv.org.
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